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 1 . General 
 
This is the report of the QTeam concerning the final events of the project organised in Sénart and 
Paris on 28 – 30 November 2007. 
This report presents the evaluation of Jan Vogelij and Virna Bussadori, acting as quality team 
from the ECTP. 
 
 
 2. Steering group  
 
In the events organised in Sénart and Paris all active project members were well represented and 
in general, a productive meeting can be reported, adding new aspects to the project.  
There was also enough time to have steering group meetings for discussing both the last 
financial and administrative issues as well as the possible follow up. Both meetings were very 
well organised and provided relevant information. This gave project members the possibility to 
have an overview of the project as a whole, of the participation and the outcomes delivered by 
the different members and express themselves constructively on possible future involvement. 
 
 
 3. Content and objectives of the Project  
 
The issues at stake in Sénart were quite surprising for most participants: a new town 
development projected around a complete artificial city centre development, which posed the 
central question on how to achieve sustainable transportation in such circumstances. 
The location of the site of this centre, the “Sénart-Carré”, was decided on the national level 40 
years ago on basis of political considerations, obviously neglecting spatial development planning 
arguments, thereby resulting in a rather disconnected centre. That situation is aggravated by its 
urban design: a 1,4 x 1,4 Km large square, bordered by multiple tree lines, lies as an island in the 
surrounding agricultural landscape. 
 
In the start of the event, the architect responsible for the design exposed his ideas. 
The participants were also informed about the organisation of the public transportation and about 
the general development by the political responsible. Together with written information, this 
formed the background for workshops. 
On the last day a conference was held at the Paris School for Urban Engineers (EIVP), including 
presentations about major railway (station) projects in Utrecht, Karlsruhe and Paris, a reflection 
on the achievements of the project and a presentation on the Interreg IVC Programme. 
 
Three workshops were organised focusing on issues of achieving a more sustainable way of 
mobility and transportation. The quite peculiar situation resulting from the   consequences of such 
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an artificial project caused an uneasy start to the workshops. But during the days, the participants 
became more acquainted to the situation and became better able to develop more or less 
realistic ideas. The project objective to provide local and regional authorities with expertise about 
sustainable mobility was reasonably met, taking the unusual spatial development into account.  
But the general feeling remained that a sound approach to the severe problems that must be 
addressed there, requires a much longer and more intensive involvement of a group of experts 
than what is possible within the constraints of the Interreg project. 
The presentations during the EIVP Paris conference day about the projects in Utrecht, Karlsruhe 
and Paris were significant as exchange of information about major projects in the field of public 
transportation and urban development. 
 
 
 4. The organisation of the project 
 
A project, in which events are organised throughout Europe, makes a project leader rather 
dependent from the local organisers. Effective guidance in relation to the project objectives is 
hardly possible if at the side of the local organisation, expertise is lacking in the fields of spatial 
development and sustainable transportation. In the case of Sénart, the workshops were prepared 
by the local department of European affairs. Probably, the workshops would have been a bit 
more fruitful if local planning experts would have been involved. 
 
But this remark also reflects the important influence of the way in which spatial developments are 
locally organised: are in the case of Sénart professional spatial planners, educated in 
comprehensive approaches, integrating all relevant aspects and interests really involved? Or is 
the complex development fragmentally organised according to sectoral divisions? These 
questions touch again upon the overwhelming importance of the aspect of governance. 
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